
Before  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Zoning Adjus tment ,  D, C .  

A p p l i c a t i o n  No, 1 1 6 6 9 ,  of  Howard U n i v e r s i t y  p u r s u a n t  t o  
S e c t i o n  8207.2  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  ex- 
c e p t i o n  t o  pe rmi t  Howard  U n i v e r s i t y  Graduate  S c h o o l / P r o f e s s i o n a l  
Center  ( e . g .  Law S c h o o l )  a s  p rov ided  by S e c t i o n  3101 . 4 6 ,  t o  u se  
premise  2935 U p t o n  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  L o t  5 ,  Squa res  2 0 4 9  a n d  2243, 
i n  t h e  R - 1 - A  a n d  R - 2  D i s t r i c t ,  a s  a p a r t  of i t s  campus p l a n .  

HEARING D A T E :  May 1 5 ,  1 9 7 4  
E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  May 2 1 ,  1974 

FINDINGS OF F A C T :  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  R - 1 - A  a n d  R-2  
d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  h a d  been t h e  campus of P u n b a r t o n  C o l l e g e  u n t i l  
t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e c e n t l y  t e r m i n a t e d  o p e r a t i o n s ,  

2 .  The p r o p e r t y  compr i se s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  a c r e s  a n d  i s  
improved b y  s e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  which h a d  f o r m e r l y  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  
c l a s s r o o m s ,  d o r m i t o r i e s  a n d  l i b r a r i e s  o f  D u n b a r t o n  C o l l e g e .  

3 .  Howard U n i v e r s i t y  a c q u i r e d  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  in Plarch, 
1 9 7 4 ,  w i t h  a view towards  l o c a t i n g  t h e r e o n  i t s  L a w  School a n d  
o t h e r  g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  a c t i v i t i e s  having a p r o j e c t e d  dqyt ime 
p o p u l a t i o n  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 5 0  s t u d e n t s ,  41 f a c u l t y p  a n d  a 
non- t each ing  s t a f f  o f  1 7 3 ,  This  i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  l e v e l  o f  
a c t i v i t y  ma in ta ined  by t h e  fo rmer  owner of t h e  P r o p e r t y ,  when 
D u n b a r t o n  Co l l ege  was i n  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n ,  

4 .  Howard U n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  conduc t ing  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w i l l  
u t i l i z e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e  s i t e ,  a n d  h a s  n o  p r e s e n t  
i n t e n t i o n  of c o n s t r u c t i n g  a n y  new b u i l d i n g s ,  4 p n l i c a n t  d o e s ,  
J70wevers i n t e n d  t o  remodel some O F  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  
t o  a d d  a park ing  l o t  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  campus t o  p r o v i d e  
a t o t a l  of 2 2 4  on-campus pa rk ing  s p a c e s ,  althoucth on ly  1 5 9  
pa rk ing  sDaces a r e  r e a u i r e d  by t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  

5 ,  Howard U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  n o t  m a i n t a i n  a n y  a t h l e t i c  or 
comparable  a c t i v i t j e s  which w i l l  c r e a t e  unusual  n o i s e  or 
t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  which may a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  nea rby  r e s i d e n t i a l  
u s e s ,  

6 .  O n  May 9 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  t 6 e  Vat iona l  C a p i t a l  P lanning  Commission, 
t o  whom t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  h a d  been r e f e r r e d ,  recommended t h a t  t h e  
Board approve  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  D. C ,  Department 
of tjighways a n d  T r a f f i c  has de t e rmined  t h a t  t r a f f i c  t o  be g e n e -  
r a t e d  by Howard U n i v e r s i t y ' s  u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  r o p e r t y  w i l l  
n o t  have an a d v e r s e  imp4ct on e x i s t i n g  t r a f f i c  f ! ows, 
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7 .  The H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  a p p l i c a t i o n  h a s  t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  Van N e s s  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  ( w h i c h  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  
F o r e s t  H i l l s  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N o r t h  C l e v e l a n d  P a r k  C i t i z e n s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C l e v e l a n d  P a r k  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  C h e v y  
Chase C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n ) ,  who h a v e  f i l d d  a l e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  
B o a r d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  c i t i z e n s  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  a r e  m o s t  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  
s y m p a t h e t i c  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  H o w a r d  h a v e  d i s -  
p l a y e d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r . "  

8 .  No o p p o s i t i o n  was r e g i s t e r e d .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The B o a r d  i s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n s  h a v e  
b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  w a r r a n t i n g  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

I t  i s  o u r  c o n s i d e r e d  o p i n i o n  t h a t  Howard  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
p r o p o s e d  u s e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  We a r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
u s e  w i l l  n o t  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  a d j o i n i n g  a n d  n e a r b y  p r o -  
p e r t y  o w n e r s  b e c a u s e  o f  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a t t j e  
c o n d i t i o n s .  The B o a r d  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h i s  u s e  w i l l  be i n  
h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  u s e  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  i n  a c -  
c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  m a p s .  

O R D E R E D :  

T h a t  t h e  a b o v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b e  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 4 - 1  ( L i l l a  B u r t  Cummings, Esq. a b s t a i n i n g . )  

BY O R D E R  OF THE D .  C ,  B O A R D  OF Z O N I N G  A D J U S T M E N T  

ATTESTED B Y :  

r e t a r y  t o  t h e  B o a r d  

F I N A L  DATE OF O R D E R :  

THAT THE O R D E R  OF THE B O A R D  I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING A N D / O R  O C C U P A N C Y  
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF E C O N O M I C  DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A P E R I O D  OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
O R D E R .  


